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The Para-Commandos perform precision freefall 
parachute demonstrations across the United States, 
informing the public about the unique mission of 
Special Operations Command, and the great work 
being performed by the Special Operations Soldiers, 
Sailors, Marines and Airmen deployed to over 70 
countries around the world.   

The team is comprised of active duty military and 
Department of 
Defense civilians 
assigned to Special 
Operations 
Command and have 
a combined total of 
over 23,000 jumps.  
Most are combat 
veterans with a 
Special Operations 
background.    

The jumpers 
normally exit the 
aircraft from an 
altitude of 12,500 feet, freefalling at speeds in excess 
of 120 miles per hour wearing smoke canisters on 
their feet to make them visible to the public below. 
During freefall, the members of the team maneuver 
their bodies like an aircraft to create formations in the 
sky. When the jumpers approach an altitude of 4,000 
feet, they break their formation and glide in different 
directions, opening their parachutes approximately 
2,500 feet above the ground.  Once open, the 
members steer their parachutes and land one behind 
the other with precision accuracy in the landing area.  

The Para-Commandos have performed at 
numerous military and civilian air shows, college and 
professional sporting events, and various patriotic, 
civic and school celebrations throughout the United 
States! 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special Operations Command was established in 

1987 to bring Special Operations Forces from all the 
services under one command headquarters. Special 
operators are highly skilled and trained in a variety of 
military missions ranging from direct combat to 
humanitarian assistance. 

Before Sept. 11, 2001, USSOCOM’s primary 
focus was on organizing, training and equipping SOF 

and providing those 
forces to support the 
geographic 
combatant 
commanders and 
U.S. ambassadors 
and their country 
teams. The president 
further expanded 
USSOCOM’s 
responsibilities in the 
2004 Unified 
Command Plan. The 
Unified Command 

Plan assigned USSOCOM responsibility for 
synchronizing Department of Defense plans against 
global terrorist networks and, as directed, conducting 
global operations.   

Today, SOCOM’s mission is to provide fully 
capable Special Operations Forces to defend the 
United States and its interests; and synchronize 
planning of global operations against terrorist 
networks. 

The command has approximately 60,000 active 
duty, Reserve and National Guard Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen, Marines and DoD civilians assigned to the 
headquarters, its four components and one sub-
unified command.  

On any given day, more than 12,000 Special 
Operations Forces are deployed to over 70 countries 
worldwide. 
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